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boldness with the success of his machinations.
The Chancellorship, vacant by More's resignation,
was filled by Cromwell's friend Audley, and every
post that fell vacant or could be vacated was oc-
cupied by known opponents of the clergy. The
country and Parliament were even yet not ready to
go so far as Cromwell in his policy of emancipation
from Rome in spiritual affairs ; and only by the
most illegal pressure both in the two Houses and
in Convocation was the declaration condemning the
validity of the King's marriage with Katharine at
last obtained. Armed with these declarations and
the Bulls from Rome confirming Cranmer's appoint-
ment, Henry was ready in April to cast away the
mask, and the Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were
sent to tell Katharine at Ampthill "that she need
not trouble any more about the King, for he had
taken another wife, and that in future she must
abandon the title of Queen, and be called Duchess ;
though she should be left in possession of her
property/'1 Chapuys was indignant, and urged

sent away from Court by the King out of jealousy (probably Wyatt), that
three days before she had had a furious hankering: to eat apples, such as
she had never had in her life before ; and the King had told her that it was
a sign she was pregnant, but she had said that it was nothing1 of the sort.
Then she burst out laughing loudly and returned to her room. Almost
all the Court heard what she said and did ; and most of those present were
much surprised and shocked." (Spanish Calendar Henry VIII*)
* Mountjoy, Katharine's chamberlain, or rather gaoler, immediately
afterwards gave the Queen a still harsher message, to the effect that not
only was she to be deprived of the regal title, but that the King would not
continue to provide for her household. " He would retire her to some
private house of her own, there to live on a small allowance, which, I am
told, will scarcely be sufficient to cover the expenses of her household for
the first quarter of next year." Katharine replied that, so long as she lived,
she should call herself Queen. As to beginning housekeeping on her own
account, she could not begin so late in life. If her expenses were too heavy
tlie King might take her personal property, and place her where he chose,